
‘Tis the season for giving, which comes with a price. Once you add up your primary gifts, plus smaller presents, then 
toss in the odd Secret Santa, the gift giving process can snowball into a huge financial burden. And Santa – much like 

your Smart Advisors, considers fiscal irresponsibility a surefire reason to be put on the naughty list. 

It’s time to get smart about holiday shopping. We are here to give you ten helpful hints on how to shop on a budget. 

Kim Boudreau and Chris Oliver
Wealth Management Smart Advisors

Thank you for following along with our holiday savings tips! If you’re 
looking for assistance setting some financial New Year’s Resolutions, please 

don’t hesitate to give us a call. Visit our website to get in contact with us.

www.communityfirst-cu.com

Determine your holiday budget 
and don’t forget to factor in the 

costs of decorations, travel, party 
essentials, and of course, gifts. 
Make a list of everyone who’s 

getting a present from you this 
year, and assign each person a 

dollar amount (more for the nice 
ones and less for the naughty 

ones.) Stick to your budget, you’ll 
thank yourself later.

Superfluous is such a silly (and 
fantastic) word, but this is a very 

serious and helpful tip! Does 
every gift really need a huge bow 
or premium expensive wrapping 
paper? Do your gift bags really 
need bells on them? I used to 

go all out for wrapping, but one 
year I added up how much it was 

actually costing me and I was 
astounded at the result. Ditch the 

embellishments and streamline 
your gift wrapping – most of it 
ends up in the trash anyways. 

And take advantage of free gift 
wrapping when it’s offered at 

stores!  

While out shopping, it can be 
so difficult to resist the urge to 
pick up something for yourself, 
especially if the deals are good. 
Save your money and skip the 

new outfit for this year’s holiday 
party and dig out a little black 

dress from your closet and glam 
it up with some fancy accessories. 
Also remember that the sales may 
be even better after the holidays, 
so if there is something you just 

have to have, and you don’t 
receive it for Christmas, it may be 
worth your while to hold off until 

the Boxing Week sales start. 

It’s easy to get swept up in the 
holiday spirit when everything in 
the mall screams Christmas cheer 

and so many items are on sale. 
But don’t be fooled into buying 
things you don’t need. Practice 
the 10 second rule when you’re 
out Christmas shopping. Before 

you purchase, stop for 10 seconds 
and evaluate if this is something 

you need to buy. Usually after 
you’ve had a moment to truly 

consider it, you’ll make a more 
practical, less impulsive decision. 

Stick to your list and budget! 

In the past, my family has shared 
in one big present that everyone 

can enjoy, instead of small 
presents for each member. We 

have used our big family present 
to go on a trip, buy a Wii, and get 

a dog!

Support independent storeowners 
and hit up local shops in your 
community to do your holiday 
shopping. Rather than heading 
across the bridge and shopping 
in the United States, shop local 
and save yourself the expensive 
travel costs and a steep foreign 
exchange rate. Small business 
owners represent the best of 
the Canadian spirit. They are 
entrepreneurs, job creators, 
and an integral part of our 

communities. They help drive 
local economies and keep our 
communities strong. Visit local 
stores in your community and 

check out their holiday offerings. 
Often they sell unique items that 
you won’t be able to find in the 

big box stores.

Consider making a donation to a 
charity in someone else’s name in 
the amount you have budgeted 
to give them as a gift. They get 
the tax receipt, and it’s a great 

way to do something selfless this 
holiday season while avoiding 

all of the temptations that come 
with perusing the mall. Every year 

I put a charity donation in each 
member of my family’s stocking, 
rather than spending that money 

on candy, socks, and other 
unnecessary stocking fillers.

Before you head out shopping or 
click to complete your purchase 
online, make sure you have done 

your research. Always check 
multiple sites to compare prices, 

and always look for a coupon 
or promotional code. Websites 
like www.retailmenot.ca collect 
coupons for you, and you can 
even filter them to determine 
which ones are redeemable 

online or in stores. You could save 
yourself big bucks by doing a little 

digging before you commit to a 
purchase.  

If you’re a credit union member, 
you have access to one of the 

best credit cards and point 
systems on the market, the 

Credit Union MasterCard® and 
Choice Rewards® programs. If 
you’ve racked up a fair share of 
credit card points, the holidays 

could be a great time to redeem 
them. You can redeem your 

Choice Rewards® points for great 
merchandise, gift certificates, 

charitable donations and more. 
Learn more at 

www.choicerewards.ca

The weeks after Christmas are the 
best time to stock up on things 
like wrapping paper, tableware, 
decorations, and gifts for next 

year, as many retailers are trying 
to sell off their holiday stock and 
will often offer big discounts on 

holiday trimmings. 
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